Message from the Year 8 team:
The Journey continues
At Year 8 we aim to continue the successful
transition that our students began in Year 7 at
Thornbury High School.
Expectations regarding behaviour, attendance and
uniform must be adhered to and we ask that
families support students in their learning by
familiarising themselves with the requirements set
out by the school. As always, we welcome all
contact from families and, if you are experiencing
any difficulties with uniform or books please call us
immediately. We would like every child at the
school to have every opportunity to be their best.
The Year 8 program covers the eight key learning
areas: English, Mathematics, Science, Arts, Physical
Education / Health, Languages, Technology and
Humanities. Students receive a solid grounding in
academic studies alongside practical studies and the
Arts (including Music). Thornbury High offers three
languages: Greek, Italian and Mandarin.
Year 8 Team
All information regarding school rules, policies
and procedures are outlined in the student
planner.

Student holidays during school time
If you choose to take your child away during school
time, teachers MAY NOT be able to provide work
depending on the curriculum content being taught
at the time. Your child’s assessment for that
semester will reflect the work they have undertaken
whilst at school and in negotiation with the teacher.
If you have any concerns with this please contact
the subject teacher.

Overview of the Year 8 Curriculum
The curriculum at Year 8 is made up of core
(compulsory) subjects.
All subjects are drawn from the Victorian
Curriculum and provide the basis for curriculum
planning, assessment and reporting from Prep
(Foundation) to Year 10.
The following table gives an overview of the Year 8
curriculum and indicates the number of periods per
fortnight allocated to each subject or Key Learning
Area. Each period lasts 60 minutes.

page 2

Subject
English / EAL
Mathematics
Science
Humanities - History &
Geography
Languages
Health & P.E.
Visual Art (one semester
only)
Technologies
Performing Arts
Total

Periods per
fortnight
8
8
6
6
5
6
7
7
4
50

Promotion Policy
We regard the learning and teaching process as a
partnership between students, parents and staff.
We expect our students to actively participate in
this process, and to take increasing personal
responsibility for their own learning and avoid
behaviour that impacts negatively on the learning
of others.
We similarly expect our parent community to
support their children both directly, by providing
them with appropriate materials, monitoring
homework and wide-reading, as well as indirectly,
by supporting the school and its policies.
Parents and students should be well aware that
promotion of students to a higher year level is not
automatic. Levels of achievement, completion of
coursework, attendance and other considerations
will be taken into account.

Key contacts – KLA Leaders
If you have any queries regarding subject specific
information, please contact the appropriate KLA
leader. Alternatively contact the sub-school leader.
English
Maths
Science
Humanities
Performing Arts
P.E. / Health
Visual Arts
Technology
Languages
EAL

Lisa Dunne
Samuel McDowell
Lachlan Calder
Rick Manning
Emma McCulloch
Carla Ruhe
Sheraz Salama
Cameron Baird
Max Tosi
Renata Tirabassi

ENGLISH
 ENGLISH

HUMANITIES

Students are required to participate in a range of
activities designed to extend their abilities in the
dimensions of English. These activities include the
reading and analysing texts, which may include
novels, short stories, poetry, films and newspaper
articles; the development of strategies for writing a
range of text types; and listening to or producing a
range of spoken texts.

The study of Humanities at Year 8 focuses on
History, Geography and Business and Economics.
When studying History, students gain knowledge
and understanding of Medieval Europe and Japan
and also the Renaissance. Students learn the
foundational skills of historical enquiry, employing
key research questions to guide research and report
on findings, and analysing a variety of primary and
secondary sources. In the Geography component
students study physical geography, with an
emphasis on Australian landforms and landscapes,
examining the processes that shape individual
landforms and the values and meanings placed on
landforms and landscapes by diverse cultures. In
the Business and Economics component, students
will research Australia’s economy and workforce,
exploring the ways markets work within Australia
and the rights and responsibilities of businesses and
consumers.

Reading Program: A wide reading program operates
for all students in Year 8. Reading classes are held in
the Library. All students are encouraged to read
extensively at home as a regular part of their
English homework. Parents are requested to take
an active interest in monitoring their child’s reading
as part of their homework program.

 EAL (English as an Additional Language)
EAL (English as an Additional Language) is offered to
students who have been in Australia fewer than five
years and for those students whose education in
English has been interrupted due to living overseas
for an extended period of time.
The course helps students gain confidence in using
the English language and develop their skills in
reading, writing, listening and speaking. EAL
students are taught by a specialist EAL teacher and
are encouraged to participate in extra-curricular
activities that reinforce the learning of the
language. EAL classes run either within the
mainstream classes, combined EAL classes, or
standalone EAL groups, depending on EAL student
numbers.

MATHEMATICS
The Year 8 Mathematics program covers topics
across Number & Algebra, Measurement &
Geometry and Probability & Statistics. Students
develop proficiency through tasks and activities
involving fluency (“the basics”), understanding,
problem solving and reasoning. Students are
required to keep an organised workbook with all
class notes, exercises and homework. Homework
should enable students to finish class work, projects
and other set tasks. Mathematics homework should
be completed according to the homework
timetable.

SCIENCE
Students studying Year 8 Science initially investigate
the areas of Geology and Chemistry with a focus on
rocks, minerals, chemical and physical reactions.
During these units students gain an insight into the
development and formation of rocks and minerals
and their prior understanding of Chemistry will be
expanded upon through learning about both
physical and chemical reactions. Students will also
study the area of Biology where they will
investigate basic cellular structure leading onto a
range of body systems, including the circulatory,
respiratory and digestive systems. How energy
affects the world around us will be covered when
focusing on Physics. Students will gain an insight
into different forms of energy whilst focusing on
light and sound energy. Students will continue to
develop their scientific inquiry skills through
practical investigations and research projects and
will be expected to achieve a satisfactory result in
these and two unit tests throughout the
semester. They will be expected to maintain an
organised work book which will record all class
activities, notes, diagrams, results and reports of
practical investigations.
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LANGUAGES
Languages is offered to students from Years 7 to 12.
The course aims to develop the skills of Listening,
Speaking, Reading and Writing, as well as the
appreciation of the target language’s culture.
The languages offered at Thornbury High School are
Greek, Italian and Mandarin.
Year 8 Languages program continues with the study
of the language and culture of either Italy, Greece
or China through themes relevant to young people.
Students will participate in a variety of listening,
speaking, reading and writing activities as well as
taking part in role plays, singing songs and
attending cultural events. Further development of
students’ language skills will occur through the use
of computer linked software. At least one ICT
generated assignment will be completed each
semester. In Year 8 the topics will include
Nationalities, Sport, Food, Interests and Hobbies.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education in Year 8 is a continuation of the
Year 7 program which encourages students to
develop a range of sporting skills, an understanding
of the various sport rules and tactics, and an
appreciation of the codes of behaviour. Students
participate in a range of individual and group
activities. All students are expected to change into
the full school P.E. uniform and are encouraged to
wear sunscreen protection and hats during
activities in outdoor areas.
Physical Education activities are aligned with the
inter and intra school sporting programs.
Students also participate in a number of health
lessons throughout the year, covering a range of
topics including; Respectful Relationships, Sexual
health, Drug Education, Nutrition and Fitness.

VISUAL ARTS
Students will complete a range of engaging art and
design projects that will provide them with the
opportunity to communicate, challenge and express
their own ideas through art-making, building on to
the critical reasoning and practical skills introduced
at Year 7. Students will explore and develop ideas
by experimenting with a range of media, techniques
and materials such as painting, drawing,
printmaking, ceramics, digital design and digital
imaging.
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The program combines both art history and
practical artmaking through the investigation and
application of the elements of art and design and by
exploring, discussing and responding to a range of
artists and artworks.

TECHNOLOGIES
The Technologies at year 8 builds on top of the year
7 course. With guidance, students create designed
solutions for each of the prescribed technologies
contexts:
 Food Studies Students learn to follow recipes,
manage tools and equipment such as cookers and
knives and learn about safety and hygiene and how
to manage cleaning procedures.
 Design & Technology Students engineer
solutions to problems using a range of materials,
giving them a taste of what’s available in following
years.
 Digital Technology Students learn programming
skills and are introduced to robots.
Within these contexts they describe given needs or
opportunities, they create and evaluate their ideas
and design solutions based on personal preferences.

PERFORMING ARTS
In 2019, Thornbury High School will extend the
blossoming instrumental music program. Year 8’s
will have the opportunity to continue to learn a
musical instrument for free within our integrated
Performing Arts curriculum.
Students build on the fundamentals of music in a
fun and practical way by learning a musical
instrument. They will receive instrumental lessons
from a specialist teacher on their instrument,
participate in a range of ensembles and perform in
concerts as part of their ongoing assessment. In
these settings, students continue to explore the
basic melodic, harmonic and rhythmic concepts
featured in their favourite pieces. They will build on
their ‘guided listening’, gaining essential aural and
analysis skills, establishing the link between theory
and practice. Students will explore basic form
structures, dynamics and instrumentation through
compositional work while developing an
understanding of intervals, harmony, melody and
performance.
Students will also have the opportunity to develop
interpersonal, communication and teamwork skills
through their semester-based Drama and Media

program. Fundamental skills in ‘Personal and Social
capabilities’ will be taught through interactive
activities, games, scripted and self-devised
performances, as well as storytelling through
filmmaking. Students will explore characterisation,
improvisation and playbuilding techniques designed
to improve their creative confidence while
effectively engaging with their audience. They will
also engage audiences through development and
presentation of media productions.
This program is unique to Thornbury High School,
and is the only Northern Metropolitan school to
offer this style of ‘band-program’ to students and
parents at no charge.
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