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IMPORTANT DATES TERMS 3&4  2009             
 

16
th
 September      Parent/teacher interviews  

17
th
 September      School Council 

18
th
 September      End of term 3 [1.09pm dismissal] 

5
th
 October            Term 4 Commences 

6
th
 October            Immunization year 7 boys & girls 

14
th
 October          Staff Development [Early dismissal 

1.40pm] 

15
th
 October          Year 9 Information Evening 

27
th
 October          End of Year Music Concert 

30
th
 October          Year 12 exams commence 

2
nd

 November       Staff Development 

3
rd
 November        Melbourne Cup Day [no school] 

16
th
 November      Year 11 Exams Commence 

19
th
 November      Information Evening year 7ôs 2010 

23
rd
 November      Year 11-12 Orientation 

 

 
 

25
th
 November      Staff Development [Early dismissal 

1.40pm] 

1
st
-2

nd
 December   Year 10-11 Orientation 

3
rd
 December         VCE 2

nd
 hand book sales 1-4pm 

REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES: 

Please notify the relevant coordinator as soon as possible if  
your child is absent: 

Year 12          Christine Farmakis                     9458 6141 

Year 11        Mary Anagnostopoulos               9458 6138 

Year 10         Caroline McLachlan                   9458 6167       

Year 9        Lyndal Roper                 9458 6113     

Year 8        Anne Herschell  [8A,B,C]          9458 6150 

                     Georgia Stavrakis [8D,E,F]       9458 6133 

Year 7        Grant Wason                              9458 6168 

                     Helen Herouvim                         9458 6170 

 

 

 

THS WINS BRONZE SHIELD AT 

MELBOURNE BANDS FESTIVAL 
2009 
In the early hours of Sunday 16

th
 August, some 

very dedicated music students performed in the 

Melbourne Bands Festival at Monash University.  
 

Our two pieces, ñWalkaboutò and ñEl Espiritu De 

Valenciaò, were performed very well and the 

adjudicatorôs comments were very positive. Dean 
Iovenitti (8F) represented THS at the Award 

Ceremony Concert, and was presented with a 

Bronze Shield. The Shield was well deserved and a 
fantastic achievement to all those involved.  
 

Special thanks go to Sean Nihill and Nick Dean for 
conducting the ensemble, as well as to the students 

for doing such a wonderful job! Everyone learnt a 

lot, and are all looking forward to next yearôs 
competition.  

Kyle Schutz   Head of Music Department 

 

PRINCIPALôS REPORT 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
 

Last week twenty-four year 11 students, who were 
shortlisted for school captain positions, were 

involved in a leadership training program.  During 

the program students were given the opportunity to: 

¶  reflect on and discuss leadership qualities 

¶ facilitate and participate in group discussion  

¶ demonstrate the ability to help others reach 

consensus  

¶ communicate effectively with a range of 

students. 

 

 
 
 

Melbourne Bands Festival 2009:  Owen J. (8F), Dean I. (8F), 

Damien B. (8F), Samantha T. (8A) and Stuart H. (8F) in front 

of the, soon to be completed, straw bale studio with the Yamaha 
Bronze Shield Award for 2009 
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Students viewed the ñNak videoò as a way of 

identifying leadership qualities illustrated by 

Thornbury Highôs campaign to keep Nak in the 
country. 
 

In small groups (facilitated by year 11), year 9 
students were invited to present their views about 

issues to do with classroom behaviour and safety. 
 

Year 7 students also provided their views about what 

they wanted from their school captains. 
 

The final activity focused on the immediate actions 

necessary for the new school captainôs team in the first 
term of 2010. 
 

I was very impressed by the depth of knowledge and 

the level of understanding that the year 11 students 

demonstrated throughout the program. 
 

Ms Farmakis and Ms Anagnostopoulos, as well as 

former school captains Anita Samardzija and Rein 
Kivivali , and current captains Stella Foster and Dylan 

Elliot, assisted with many of the activities. 
 

At the end of the program, students were asked to 

rewrite their 100 word essays (which they submitted 
beforehand) about why they wanted to be captains. 

The school captainôs team for 2010 will be announced 

before the end of term 3. 

Peter Egeberg   Principal  
 
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

BELL TIMES  
After a comprehensive review by the SRC of all 

students and staff, we have decided to revert to the old 
bell times, as listed below. 
 

Lockers  8.50am 

Form assembly  8.55am 

Period 1  9.04am 

Period 2 10.16am 

Recess 11.28am 

Locker bell 11.52am 

Period 3 11.57am 

Lunch  1.09pm 

Locker bell  1.53pm 

Period 4  1.58pm 

End of day  3.10pm 
 

These times will come into effect on the first day of 

term 4 and continue into 2010. 

 
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Due to the amazing success of our Year 8 soccer boys 

making it into the State Finals and Year 9/10 Sports 

Day, we have decided to change the Parent/Teacher 
interviews from Thursday 17/9/09 to Wednesday 

16/9/09.  Students will bring appointment sheets home 

shortly. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
As a result of the change of date for Parent/Teacher 

interviews, the School Council meeting will be held on 
Thursday 17

th
 of September. 

 

TRAFFIC/GATE TRAIL FOR TERM 4 
Due to the increase volume of traffic in the back car 

park and the increase in student numbers for 2010, we 
have decided to trial new entry and exits from Matisi 

Street. 

Once signage is in place the following will occur: -  
ENTRY will be from the double gate opposite the 

Furlan Club. Cars will then drive alongside the oval, 

enter the car park and follow the arrows. 
EXIT will be from the existing double gates only. 

The route will be well sign-posted and it will be good 

to trial this idea prior to the arrival of our new Year 7s. 

Meredith Stephenson   Assistant Principal 
 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
 

Parents/guardians are reminded that the mid-year 
Parent/Teacher interviews are on Wednesday 16th 

September. These interviews provide an excellent 

opportunity for you and your child to discuss his/her 

progress and to build communication between parents 
and the School. Interview time blocks are as follows: 

10amð1pm, 3pmð5pm and 6pmð8pm. These are 

short interviews ï 5 ï 10 MINUTES ONLY. If a 
parent would like a longer interview, please ring your 

studentôs subject teacher to arrange it. All students will 

be issued with a Parent/Teacher booking sheet on 

Monday 7
th
 September. 

Parents are encouraged to make interview times with 

their childôs teachers. There are no scheduled classes 

on this day, but students are expected to 

accompany their parents to interviews. 

The mid-year report will be mailed home on Thursday 

10th September. If you have any concerns, please ring 
the school on 94804066. 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
AFTERNOONS TERM 4 2009 
 

Staff professional development afternoons will 
continue to occur during Term 4, 2009. All staff at 

Thornbury High School will be participating in 

professional development activities on the following 
Wednesday afternoons between 2.30 pm and 4.30 pm: 

¶ Wednesday 14th October 

¶ Wednesday 25
th
 November 

The purpose of these afternoons is to further develop 

the teaching and learning practices of staff. This is part 
of the performance and development culture initiated 

by the Education Department and has been approved 

by the School Council. 

All students will be dismissed at 1.40 pm on these 

days. 

Curriculum Team  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

BOOK WEEK 2009 
The theme this year was Book Safari, which explains 

why we had a lion and safari guide on staff this week. 

Our annual Cosplay celebrations were a great success, 

with staff and students dressing up as Lord of the 
Rings and Twilight characters, Super-heroes, manga 

characters, and even a Snow White.  Also making an 

appearance was our own Totoro, a Japanese forest 
giant who makes trees grow. 

 

Many thanks to the publishers that supported us by 
donating some great book prizes: Penguin, Rondom 

House, Allen & Unwin, and Macmillan. 
 
 

 
 
BETWEEN THE LINES YOUNG ADULT FOCUS 
GROUP 
On the morning of Friday 7

th
 August, a group of year 

9/10 students, (Jasmine, Katerina, Madeleine, Natasha, 

Nu, Hayley, Sing-Kik and Ben) set off with Ms 
Anagnostopoulos in a maxi cab to Penguin book 

publishers in Camberwell where we were to take part 

in a discussion group about books and their covers. 
 

We entered Penguin Books and sat in the conference 

room with students from other schools. 
 

We were introduced to Tony Palmer, a senior designer 
at Penguin. He told us about the steps that go into 

designing a book cover and how many different 

people he has to satisfy.  He starts off with at least 
fifty drafts of one book cover and they are usually all 

rejected, mind you, these are impressive looking 

covers. After the marketers, publishers, editors and 

author share their thoughts and doubts on book covers, 
he makes more drafts until they find the right one. 

This whole process can take at least six months. 
 

Then a one time editor-turned-writer-turned-publisher 

spoke to us about cover designs and what really makes 
a good book cover. She showed us examples of 

various book covers gave us the story line and we had 

to discuss and help choose the sort of cover that would 

appeal to people our own age. 
 

After an excellent lunch we listened to a talk by author 

Gabrielle Williams, who discussed her recently 
released second novel, óBeatle Meets Destinyô. No, 

itôs not about the final days of George or Johnôs life; it 

is a teen novel covering all kinds of genres. She 
explained it was a fun book which she had lots of fun 

writing over the last six years. Yes, six years!  She 

used horoscopes from the newspaper to develop her 
characters; it seemed a bit shocking at first, but then, 

why not? 
 

Overall, it was a great inspiring day topped off with a 

few free Penguin books for each of us, including a 

signed and personally inscribed first edition óBeatle 
Meets Destinyô. 

Ben Diacos 10D 
 
 

 
 

KOORI NEWS 
 

 

TUTORS FOR INDIGENOUS STUDENTS 
 

The Wannik Senior Tutorial Assistance (WSTA) 
which is provided as extra funds for Indigenous 

students in Year 9, 10, 11 and 12 has been in operation 

since the beginning of term 3. In consultation with 
Year level coordinators, teachers and students, 

tutoring is taking place either within class or students 

may be withdrawn from class to undertake work with 
their tutors. Indigenous students may receive up to a 

maximum of 2 hours tuition per subject per week 

(maximum 4 hours in total). If any parents have any 

questions regarding the tutoring their son/daughter 
receives, please contact Ali Burns ï Literacy and 

numeracy support teacher for indigenous students: 

9480 4066. 
Ongoing literacy and numeracy support is being 

implemented for Year 7 ï 8 indigenous students. 

Students may receive tutoring in their Maths or 
English class or they may be withdrawn to receive 

support from their tutor in a small group setting. 
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ABORIGINAL FILM MAKER ï RICHARD 
FRANKLAND WORKSHOP WITH INDIGENOUS 
STUDENTS 
On 13

th
 August Richard J Frankland visited Thornbury 

High School and performed a workshop on Art and 

Film making with the indigenous students from Year 7 

- 11.  
ñWhen you have ART 

You have a VOICE 

When you have a VOICE 
You have FREEDOM 

When you have FREEDOM 

You have RESPONSIBILITYò  

                       Richard Frankland 
 

Students learnt about the history of indigenous Film 
and the importance of indigenous people recounting 

ñour stories through our eyes.ò As a film maker and 

artist, Richard noted that ñin the back of his head and 
ringing in his spirit was the need to tell your mobôs 

story, both good and bad.ò Richard explained it was 

the storytellerôs job to tell indigenous peopleôs stories 

in an honest way.  There is a cultural bias, so telling 
ñour story through our eyesò was important. 

Aboriginal culture is 50,000 years old and Richard 

impressed upon the students to be proud of their 
grandfathersô and grandmothersô culture and to be 

proud of who they are themselves. 
 

Through examples of film-making and interviewing 

techniques Richard demonstrated how the camera was 

a ñweaponò and that a film maker can change the 
world. 
 

 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NEWS 
 

MELBOURNE BANDS FESTIVAL 

As the front page showed, THS received a Bronze 

Shield at the Melbourne Bands Festival. 

Congratulations to all who performed! 
 

CELTIC BAND 

Rehearsals are now underway for the THS Celtic 

Band. Diana Norton is leading the ensemble that 
includes flutes, guitars, violins and bouzoukis. If you 

play any of these instruments, please come along 

Wednesday Gold lunchtime and Wednesday Blue after 

school for some great rehearsals. 
 

JUNIOR STAGE BAND 
Junior Stage Band rehearsals have now started again 

Monday after school. Please see Craig or Kyle if you 

are interested. 
 

END OF YEAR CONCERT 
The Annual End of Year Concert is fast approaching. 

The night will be held on Tuesday October 27
th
 at the 

Furlan Club. Donations for raffle prizes are being 
happily accepted and can be left at the main office or 

the music staff room. 
 

VCE SOIRÉE  
The date has been changed for the VCE soirée. It will 

now be held at school on Wednesday 16
th
 September 

from 7:30pm until approximately 8:30pm. This is the 
same night as the Parent/Teacher interviews, so if you 

have finished your interviews, come down to watch 

our VCE students perform their repertoire. 
 

RECORDING STUDIO PERFORMANCES 
The Recording Studio is in the final stages or building 

and will be completed very shortly. This means early 
next term, once the weather becomes a little more 

pleasant, there will be performances on the decking at 

lunchtimes. Can people who are interested in 

performing please see me to book a spot. 
 

PIANO/VIOLIN LESSONS 
A teacher is organised to start teaching privately at the 

school, but we are a few students short. If you are 
interested in having piano or violin lessons please see 

Mr. Schutz for a form. Individual lessons are $25 per 

30 min session and are payable by the term. 
Kyle Schutz   Head of Music Department 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
 

YEAR 10 INTO 11 COURSE COUNSELLING 
We thank all parents and students who attended the 
Year 10 into 11 Information Night on Thursday 

August 10
th
.  Since then, the Counselling Team has 

met with most Year 10 students to discuss career 
pathways and plan out suitable, challenging and 

rewarding programs for 2010.  We remind students 

that promotion into Year 11 is not automatic and we 

encourage all students to remain focused on their 
studies and continue to do their best.  If there are any 

further questions regarding programs for 2010 please 

contact Ms. Maria Ioannidis in the Senior School.   
 

YOUR 12 COURSE SELECTION FOR 2010 
Our Year 11 students will be asked to select their 2010 

program before the end of this term. Students must 
choose 5 subjects for Year 12 VCE.  If students wish 

to discuss their selections for 2010 they are 

encouraged to see a member of the Senior School 

Team. 
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VTAC APPLICATIONS 
Mr. Barlow has been busy meeting with Year 12 

students in preparation for their VTAC Applications. 
We wish to remind all Year 12 students that VTAC 

and SEAS applications must be finalised before the 

end of term. 
 

BIG BROTHER BIG SISTER MENTORING 
PROGRAM 
A number of students have nominated to participate in 

the Big Brother Big Sister mentoring program for 
2010.  Interviews will be conducted at the Northcote 

Library next week.  We wish all students the best of 

luck. 
 

END OF TERM 
As we approach the end of term we encourage all Year 

11 and 12 students to finalise Outcomes for each 

subject. Year 12 students should use the term break to 
start revising work. Past exam papers can be found on 

line on www.vcaa.vic.edu.au.  We encourage you to 

make good use of your study time and the school 
resources. 
 

AND FINALLY.. 
We say goodbye to Katerina Irdi who spent this term 
with us.  Katerina, who resides in Rome, has spent this 

term at Thornbury High School as an Exchange 

Student.  We hope you have enjoyed your experiences 

at THSC and leave us with fond memories.  

Senior School Team 

 

STUDENT WELLBEING REPORT 
 

 

Term 3 has been quite a busy term from the student 

wellbeing point of view. 
Every Year 8 class has been participating in a personal 

development program presented by the School Nurse, 

Emily Graham, and the Youth Worker Jo 

Apostolopoulos.  Parents of Year 8 students are 
invited to ask their child what sort of activities their 

child was involved in and what they learnt from these 

sessions.  The Year 8 girls group has had some fun 
sessions to address self-esteem and other issues and 

these will continue in term 4.  
 

On Monday 10th August, all Year 7/8 students 

attended a performance from Class Act. The girls and 

boys were divided into two different groups and each 
performance addressed specific issues.  The feedback 

from this from both students and staff was excellent. 

There were lots of questions asked by students 
regarding bullying, sex and sexually transmitted 

infections, healthy relationships and so on. Again, ask 

your child to find out more about what was asked and 
what they thought of this performance. We encourage 

dialogue with parents and any feedback from parents 

is encouraged.  
 

On Thursday 10
th
 September all Year 9 students will 

participate in the annual Party Safe Day. Various 

speakers will  address the issue of safety at parties and 

in general and there will be some fun activities. As 

usual, all Year 9 students will be required to pay $2 to 
help subsidise this day and make it a success.  
 

On Thursday the 17th August a select number of 
students from Year 10 and Year 11 attended a unique 

program at the Alfred Hospital called P.A.R.T.Y, 

which stands for Prevent Alcohol and Risk Related 
Trauma in Youth. It is a program for which there is a 

very long waiting list and we were fortunate to 

experience this program. Students were presented with 
talks from trauma doctors, nurses, occupational 

therapists, physiotherapists and other professionals as 

well as patients.  
 

One of the patients was in a coma in the intensive care 

unit as a result of one blow to the head at a party.  
Students were given a very emotional talk from his 

parents who, to the best of their ability, explained how 

this traumatic event has affected their family and 
friends. They are there waiting for him to recover. In 

their talk to students, the doctors and nurses said we 

will try our best to get their patients better BUT they 

will never be the same as they were as the damage has 
been done. They would much rather see our students 

return to the hospital as professionals rather than on a 

slab in the trauma unit. This excursion was an eye 
opener for the students and for myself as well. Till 

next time take care. 

Barbara Carydis   SWC 

 

SCIENCE NEWS 
 

GEOLOGI SHORT 
FILM COMPETITION: 
promoting the study of 

geology. 

After our success last 
year we were invited to 

take part in this national 

competition.  At very 
short notice we were 

able to complete two entries:  ñNatural Disastersò with 

7F, and ñGeological Historyò by 8E Science.  Harish 

in Year 7 gets a special mention because he produced 
his own short animation on volcanoes in only two 

days.  
 

8E IMAX EXCURSION  
Last week 8E Science went to Imax.  When we got 
there we went down stairs which took a long time 

because Mr Bason could not find it.  The first movie 

was about the human body and some of the nine 

months a woman has to go through to have a baby, 
and how the baby develops.  After the movie we went 

to the Melbourne Gallery in the museum, and saw 

what Melbourne used to look like.  Soon after we went 
to the second movie which was in 3D (we had to wear 

these nerdy glasses). The movie was about a bug 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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called alpealia.  Yes it is a funny name but it showed 

the journey through her life as a caterpillar to a 

butterfly.   In 3D it was like being in a real rainforest. 

Siobhan 8E 
 

 
 

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 
On 14th August, we went to "National Science Week".  

The first performance was a guy named Chris 

who,actually, did an experiment where he put 
flammable liquid into a large water bottle, then he 

emptied the bottle and put a spark to the side and there 

was a loud explosion. 

After that a guy called Simon was introduced and his 

performances was all about Math and the "Super Mega 

Math battle for Planet Earth", against Calcutron from 

the planet Calculus, then Penny Tangey [pictured 
below] spoke about her book "Loving Richard 

Feynman, which is about a girl who writes to a dead 

Physicist. 

Hayley Allen, Josh Taylor, Julie Parry 
 

 
 

   
 

PROUD SPONSOR OF 

YEAR 7 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS [2009] 

GROCON 
 

HOMEWORK CLUB .....REMINDER TO ALL 
STUDENTS YEARS 7 TO 12 AND THEIR 
PARENTS 
 

The Homework Club operates in the library from 3:15 

to 4:00 pm every Monday and Gold Wednesday. 

Teacher help is available for most subjects, computers 
are available for school tasks and homework can be 

completed quickly and efficiently! 

Denyse Strantzen   
 

SAD NEWS 
 

The school is saddened to hear of the recent death of 

Janine Gilbert.  Janineôs two sons attended the school 

and she served on School Council.  Our condolences 

to husband Steve and sons Bill and Casey. 

 

EDUCATION MAINENANCE ALLOWANCE 
 

Second instalment EMA cheques can now be picked 
up from the General Office.  Could parents/guardians 

receiving EMA please contact the school to allocate 

any unused portion of their EMA so that it can be 
finalised for the year.  Also, a reminder to all 

parents/guardians that they will need to reapply for 

EMA for 2010. 
 

 

 
      

DO YOU LIKE TO TALK ABOUT THINGS? 
We urgently need people to attend Market Research 
Group Discussions or a short interview held in many 

suburbs over the next few weeks.  

A cash incentive is paid.     

Your thoughts and ideas will assist with future 
product changes and advertising.    

Please ring Val on 9331 0886 

Phyllis Mitchell Market Research 

                    

 

 

Caring for someone with a mental illness?  
  

GROW - Better Together Carers Group  
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday    10am �²12noon 

  
Coburg Uniting Church Hall 

Cnr Victoria & Louisa St 
Coburg (Melways 29 H1) 

 

 Ph. Louise  9528 2977  
Visit:  www.grow.net.au 

 


