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IMPORTANT DATES TERM 4 2008
12-14" November ~ Outdoor Education Camp

13" November Staff Developmdt40pm dismissal]
17"-21% November Year 11 Exams
20'November Il nf or me

27" November Qest Evening
Staff Developmenl.40pm dismissal]
28"Nov-1'Dec  Year 10 Exams

5" December Correction Day [No School]
VCE/VCAL 2" hand books 12.3@.30pm
9" Decenber Orientation Day Year 7s 2009

GPI Uniform sales 12pmpm
11" December ALL YEAR LEVELS" hand books
12.30pm4.30pm

12" December

15" December

17" December

ALL YEAR LEVELS" hand moks
8.30am12.30pm

Last day year9/71.09 dismissal]
Reports distributed

Awards Evening

Year 12
Year 11
Year 10
Year 9
Year 8
Year 7

REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES:

your child is absent:

Please notify the tevant coordinator as soon as possible
Christine Farmakis 9458 6141
Mary Anagnostopoulos 9458 6138
Lyndal Roper 9458 6113
Caroline McLachlan 9458 657
Robert Basso 9458 6170
Anne Herschell 9458 6168

FAREWELL FROM THE CLASS OF
2008

My name is Dani el a n dearlld
Class of 08 to say thank you and gbgel to all those
who have been a part of ousxperience here &
Thornbury High.1 6 m a d d r eswf§andsgudeht
and waild like to sincerely say thagku for allthatyou
have contributed to help make Thornbury High the g
school it is. What we have obtained from this schoo
somethinghat can never be replaced amelhave gaineg
memories that can never be forgotten.

Wedre come a ledn @\ few stydentsy
chose to leave while others from different scho
locations and backgrounds decided to join us h
Despite all thechanges over the years, we still hg
plenty of amazing students here ieay 12. To name
some: Peter Hazelager who grew 30 centimetres li
giraffe over half a year, Trion Paleologou who may h
more hair than a gorilla, Anna Patrikakos who posse
a voice that could wake the dead amd course Ben
Warren, the haitast who without that hair we wou
think was just white.

I 6 m | u g guyspButaityisi trne; we arenamazing
bunch of kids. As we, the class of 08, all go into
world and contiue wih whatever we have planneair
lives may become more and more different. There
those who are choosing to go on to Uni to do wiadi
engineering, teaching etaye have our tradespeop
endeavouring to become electricians, plensh
carpenterand bricklayers.Also some of us chose to ¢
to TAFE and engage in the studies of interior design
and hairdressing to name but a few. With all th
possible changes and potential differences something
will never change is that we are always gpito be
students from Thornbury High ajyhore especially

o~

THS NEWS November®72008

Thornbury High School 238 Collins Street Thornbury Victoria 3071 Australia

Telephone (03) 9480 4066 Facsimile (03) 9480 1314 Email thornbury.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au Web www.thornburyhs.vic.edu.au



we will always be the class of 2008.

PRI NCI PAL6S REPORT

Though most of our time here has been comfortable.
getting hee, at times has been quite rougrhese last
two been more difficult that all the others put together.
But thankfully the wise Peter Egeberg assigned Mr
Stoicov, Miss Anagnostopoulos and Miss Farmakis to
help us get through it alll believe it would beguite
difficult to assemble a better team than the three of
them. Thank you Miss A for everythg, especially
the cuddles. Mr Stoicov: Sibyoudor e an i
teacher and | bet youdd
Farmakis, thank yoMiss for the soft butifm hand
youbdbve guided us with.

There is one more person | would like to directly
thank on behalf of the class of 08: Peter Egebédg.
Egeberg, you were the man who sparked the
transformation of a potentially good school into a
great school. We resergd you so much in the
beginning, thinking of you as a tyrafibm the Cold
War trying to command his troops. But by the
following year we loved you as if you were our own
father. You truly are a great man.Without Mr
Egeberg, | don 6 the ditting hiere »m e
front of you today.

So | guess like this year my speech is coming to an
end. | know so many of us want to get out of here and
be done with high school for goddut think about all

the things that make school so much easie more
pleasant. Think about Athleticsags wth Kerry
Glennon and Glenn Dawsqrainting themselves and
wearing nothing but shorts in the freezing cold and
still they wonoét p they cann
support their housepr Mr Gillies saying something
stupid whenever he would make an announcement on
the PAsystem, or seeing all of us yektsé dressd

up in our ridiculous costumes.uBt  whet her
wolf, a pincess, a naughty nurse, a njmgaforget and
come in uniform, you are still forced to go class,
regardless. And what about that feeling you get on a
Friday when the bells rings and you know you have
two days break ahead of you? These are the things that
unf ortunately you have to
here is up, and when I thinkabduth e s e t hi ng
what make me miss school.

Sotlat 6 s years of oub lives  ammedup into a
couple of minutes. Pretty good eyOn behalf of the
class of 20081 would like to again thank everyone
who has been a paof Thombury High over the ga
years and hope that like us you all have the
opportunity to be sitting up here yourselves. | know
for certain with the superb staff and managenant
this school anyone who wants to achieve their
potential can do it here at Thornbury High. 1 speak for
all of us when | say our time here will never be
forgotten. From all the year 12s of 2008, goodbye to
you alland all the best for the future!

Daniel Wephukulu 12A
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PARENT OPINION SURVEY 2008

The latest parent survey results are ercellwith
Thornbury in at least the top %b of the Sate
(compared to all other secondary schools) for all
categories.In particular the school is in

1 the top2% for school improvement

1 the top 5% for approachability, behaviour

n c r enthihabelment, reporting, tratisns, classroom
ma k éeha®iourg r e at friend. Mi s

1 the top10% for teacher morale, parent input,
simulating learning, learning focus and
homework

The school has also received one of the best response
rates in the state at 87% which makes the survey a
more accurate measure of @air opinion.

Parent comments included:
1 lam very pleased with how my child is going
1 | have been very happy with the school over
the years
we g WR &lpdtiente! whth the school is that there is
a high standard of organisation and planning

1 Overall the school is pfarming excellently
under strong leadership
9 Teachers have been extremely supportive of
my daughter during a rocky patch in her
lifeThe school has been very helpful when |
have had to approach the school
.
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ENROLMENT CEILINGS 1 SIZE DOES

MATTER

Last week the School Codih invited the Assistant
Regional Director Krys Hendrickson to address the
issue of an enrolment ceiling for Thornbury High
School.

We were told that under current educationadépent
guidelines our school has the facilities to house 1100
students and the grounds space to have any number of



portables.This could mean an enrolment of over 1500
students.

Much school consolidation has been based on the
beliefs that larger schootse less expensive to operate
and have higheguality curricula than small schools.

influenti al par entnded hisc o
leadership the school came to be characterised by
ethnic diversity, but lead by a very strong Greek
community.

Our sincere condolences to his wife Shirley and

Research has demonstrated, however, that neither of family.

these assertions is necessarily true.

As Principal | will work towards an enrolment of not
more than 850 students fitre reasons outlined below.

| have done some initial research into school size and
the findings are overwhelming in favour of the
medium size school.

| am convinced of lhe superiority of medium schools
but our next challenge ithe task of communicating
our findings to those who have the power to influence
decisis about the size of our school

Peter Egeberg

The research base on the relative effects of large and
small schools is large and quite consistent

1 Academic achievement in small schools is aste
equad and often superiérto that of large
schools.

9 Student social behawiod as measured by
truancy, discipline problems, violence, theft,
substance abuse, and gang participdtienmore
positive in small schools.

1 Levels of extracurricular participathi are much
higher and more varied in small schools than large
ones

I Student attendance is better in small schools than
in large ones.

1 A smaller percentage of studeudirop out of small
schools than large ones.

1 Studens have a greater sense of belongimgy
small schools than in large ones.

1 Interpersonal relations between and among
studerts, teachers, and the Principal class more
positive in small schools than in large ones.

1 Teacher attitudes toward their woiknd their
Principal classare more posie in small schools
than in large ones.

1 Grouping and instructional strategies associated
with higher student performance are more often
implemented in small schodlseam eaching,
integrated curriculum etc

For more information go to

www.nwrel.org/scpd/s$/10/c020.html

lan Ternes, Principal of Thornbury High from 1972
to 198Q recently passed away.

lan came from Footscray High in 1972 and built up
Thornbury from almost nothing to be the largest
school in the State with a strong emphasis on
academic stadards. He established the various
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Peter Egeberg Principal

Dylan [11A] performed a few Bob Dylan
tracks at the General Assembly last week

LENGTH OF SKIRTS/DRESSES FOR 2009

Due to the excessive shortn@$the dresses and skirts
of a small number of girls we havdecided to
implement a acceptable level/length for 2009.

After consultation with students, staff and parents we
have decided that Sentimetres above the top of the
knee is to be the shortest acceptable lenibr. most
students this just means rolling down the skirt that
they have hitched up on the way to schodiowever,

for a small minority it means letting the hem down.

We ask that parents look at this near the end of the
school holidays as it is amazing how many of the girls
have a growth spurt over this time.

Thank ya for your support with this issue.

If you have any concerns please do not hesitate to
contact the school.

Meredith Stephenson Assistant Principal

BIKE HELMETS are sadly missing from many our
studentds heads as t sy

the LAW for students to wear helmets and enough

m

r



warnings have been givenDetentions will now be
issued to students who fail to wear a helmet, @nd
they continue to refuse will ask Police to come and
issue tickets.This is our studesdsafety at risk adh |
ask that we all work together on this issue.

Meredith Stephenson Assistant Principal

WORK SAFE VICTORIA -
SAFETY

STUDENT

Work safe Victorighas put out a new publicatianA
handbook for student safetyinformation for parents.

If you are interest and wish to view a copy of this
publication you can download by going to the website:
- www.workcover.vic.gov.authen forms/publications
or contact the school

OH&S Committee

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

FAREWELL TO THE CLASS OF 2008
FINAL ASSEMBLY

The Year 126s were i
Ms Farmakis and proudly were seated at the front of
the assembly.l n her speech to
Farmakis stated thashe had known most of the
students since yedrandthat they had developed into
a terrific group of youngdults, each with their own
special qualities. Shacknowledged that it was a
pleasure to be their coordinator.

Mr Egeberg wished the
thanked them for being a very poggiand confident
group who have made significant contributions to the
school.

FUN DAY

The year 126s cel ebrated
on Thursday 23th October, with a Dress Up Daéiie

ntrodu

y ea

were most certainly creative and original. Characters
ranged from B1B2, nurses, firemen, little devils,
wrestlers, movie characters and many more.

The Senior School Team would like to thank and
congratulate he year 126s for th
in which they celebrated their last day at the school.
We were proudf their efforts and the maturity they
showed in theitast day celebrations.

BBQ

On Friday 24th October, the year 12 students and their
teachers celebrated their last day with a BBQ at The
Catani Gardens. As tradition states, the morning was
overcast and looked liked rain. However, as the day
progressed, theun shone and not a drop of rain fell.

The students and some of the teachers were involved
in cricket, football and soccer games. Thay dvas
deemedh great success by both staff and students.
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2009

Congratulations to the students listed below who have
been selected as School Captains for 2009 by a
process involving the submission of written
applications and an interwviebefore a panel consisting

of staff, current school captains and the school

principal.

Areti Louzis [Co-Head Captain] Year 11 SRC
Stella Foster [Co-Head Captain] Publicity
Dylan Elliott Special Events

Lilly Tran Junior School/8 SRC

Shazin Shafeer Junior School 7/8 SRC

Mia Chau Middle Shool 9/10 SRC
Stephanie Coulston  Special Events

Georgia Lawrasia International & new students
Senior School Team (Mary Anagnostopoulos,
Christine Farmakis and James Stoicoy

| PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE |

tWew! What g faptastic aghfeyement. Zhe Prengen, Mio |
John Brumby, <chall endsdad Vi

parade at recess saw a fantastic array of costumes that read a greahumber of books frm alist of exciting
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and valuable titles and the following students from
Thornbury HighSchool took up the challenge.

Congratulations to: Damien Bryan, Hannah Garganis,
Stuart Hackett, Simardeep Kohli, Dean lovenitti,
Apostolina Liousas, Aidon Nund, Levi Rattrilyood,
Krystal Reynolds, Alan Tat and Josh Taylor.

The development of a love oéading is essential for

the development of literacy skills for life so | would

|l i ke to extend my thanks,
parents, English teachers and librariaok these
students for giving them encouragement to continue
on this path of comrttied selfdevelopment.

Next year wi || be t he
Challenge. 1 hope you will help make it even more
successful.

Helen Walsh English Coordinator

MUSIC NEWS

YEAR 7 MUSIC CAMP.

On the 2% October our Year 7 Music students went
on acamp to Camp Manyung in Mornington.

After we got settled in we haolur first rehearsal for
the end of year Concert, which took hours of great
playing and a bit of complaining here and there.

On Thursday we had an early morning rehearsal which
only tookjust over an hour and a half.

We then had a break and
activities. There was the @nt swing, Vertical
Challenge and the team buildingjtiative chalenges.
Personally | liked theigant swi ng
been on one before dnthe adrenalin rush was
awesome!

On Thursday night we played a concert for another
school that were at the camp as wéllle played for
Diamond Creek East Primary Schasho loved our
performances anchade g play two encore pieces.

We playedallofh e songs webve | ea
year and played them very well. The crowd favourite
was APower Rocko wh iatdhe
start of the year.

After packing away the music instruments we went
back to the camp and celebrated two stud#nt
birthdays. We had fun and then played Singstar, which
was so much fun.

On Friday morning we packed up our cabins and
headed for a quick run through rehearsal. We then
packed up all of the music stuff and headed for a little
play on the beach which was nigar

After we got back to the camp we had lunch and
headed home.

Thanks to the music teachers (Sean Nihill, Nick Dean
Diana Nortonand Craig Harrison) and other staff
(Mark Gillies and Carla Ruhe) who took us on a great
camp.l canét wai damg i | | next
Owen Jones/
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sounded

with the Premiero6s, t

i fth Premier 6s Readin

When we got there we had heaps of free time, but after
that we had to go and practise our instruments. | play
the tenor saxophone and enjoy it. There are heaps of
other instruments as well. We practised for a bit then
we went to havdinner. It was yummy, we had chicken
schnitzel.

When it was time to go to bed, we all went to our
URRPYV DQG «WKDW QLJKW RQH RI
told a really scary ghost story, | nearly cried it was so
scary.

7KH YHUWLFDO FKDOOH Q ihink«Z DV
was about 18m high. I cried when | got close to the top
tbéatse itSwWRAITES high but by h&tneCta@kEPnie Snto
going to the top. The last activity my group did was
the giant swing. | was the third person to have a turn

b ec apgd8es| el € the §.WWhén | pulled the string to

make me swing | said a weird word, everydhought

, VZRUH EXW , GLGQTW

| had a really great time and made some more friends
and got closer to the friends | had already. | would
like to give a really big thanks to the Museachers

for organising the Music camp
Bamtntht Torrec@ g hout t he

better t han

END OF YEAR CONCERT

The last Tuesday in October has long been the
highlight of the Music Department calendar and this
Y§RES gvaspng exception. The Furlan Club was again
the venue for the nig which always provides a great



