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IMPORTANT DATES TERM 1 2009 3 April Last day of term 1 [1.09pm dismissal]
g Mahrch Labour Day [No School] 20" April Term 2 Commees
10-13" March Year 9 Camp Coorong -
11" March School Council Subcommittees EIEPORTl?'GtﬁTUI?ENTtABS%NCFS' ible if
18" March Staff Development [1.40pm dismissa ease no ify the relevant coordinator as soon as possible i
School Council 7pm child is absent: - .
h : . Year 12 Christine Farmakis 9458 6141
19" March Year 6 Information Night | 9458 6138
20" March Shave for a Cure/VCAL BBQ R 1(1) garyl_Anagnostohﬁou 0S 945 8 61 6
24" March Music term 1 concert period 4 Year1 aroline McLachlan 458 6167
th : Year 9 Lyndal Roper 9458 6113
25" March School Athletis Year 8 A Y hell8A B.C 9458 615
26" March Parent Teacher intervieiiso classes] ear nne mersche [. B,C]
30" March-1% April Year 7 Camp Georgia Stavraki$8D,E,F] 9458 6133
30" March-3" April Year 11 Camp Year 7 GrantWason 9458 468

PRI NCI PALG6S REPORT
MARCH WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY

Every year we have four whole school assemblies
term two the focus is sport, term 3 the focus is
year 12 students and term 4 studechievements
This whole school assembly heal dual focus of
welcoming our new students and acknowledg
student leaders.

Yesterday | spent some time with two year 7 clag
and | asked them twquestions 6 Wat hassurprised
you about TH8 6 amydu hav® any concern?

In terms of surprises$ypical comments included
1 we learn something new everyday
1 we go home early every second Wednesdal
1 everyone mixes together and they are frier
and kind
it is easy to make friends
the number of computers
four periods per day
homework is not as hard as | thought
there are so many books in the library
no one bullies you or teases you
how many CATS we get and how quickly V
get them

= =4 =8 =4 =4 -4 =4

In terms of concerngomments included
91 long queuest the canteen
9 getting detation
9 too much homework
9 forgetting my sports uniform
9 the lockers are too crowded

One of the strong messages coming through is thg
year 7 students feel safe and welcomed at our sc
From talkingalsoto the new students at year 8ald
10, a similar picture emerges. Everyone is to

congratulated for helping the new students make

a good start at their new school.
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In conducting SRC interviews and talking to students
over the past two weeks it isewy clear that many

students have a view that the SRC does not achieve

much of significance for the students at THS.

Typical comments are
We never meet
All we do is meet and talk but nothing happens
The schodbk OK and nothing needs to change
No one lisens to us

T |1 donot know what t

T
T
T
T

he S
A past student and school captditatt Conmerford,

is a great example of how you can achieve significant
results and make a difference for others. Matt was

10

am- 1pm, 3pm-5pm and 6pm-8pm.

These are short interviews5 7 10 MINUTES ONLY.
If a parent would like a longer interview, please ring

your

student 0s subject t

studets will be issued with a Parent/Teacher booking

sh

eet on Thursday T®arch.

Parents are encouraged to make interview times with

t
on

heir chil doés ndseheduladectasses T |
this day, but students are expected to
company gheir parentsto interviews.

e midyear report will be mailed home on Monday

23 March. If you have any concerns please contact
the school on 94804066.

deeply affected by the recent bushfires as he knew a‘ FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

. Some reminders for 2009:
helpless but he wanted to do something that would = A ¢lass times are documented in the School

nunber of people who had lost houses. He felt

make a real difference to those who had lost

everything. 2
Matt is a musician so it made sense to him to try to
organize a fundraising concert. Having managed to
convince a number of bands

challenge was to find a venue and organize publicity
and additional equipment. To do this he ragghed
his old school which haa good relationship with the
Furlan club andas they saythe rest is histgr. (Matt
raised over $2000)

| tell this story for two reasongne | am very prod
of Matt Os
is to make a difference then you need

I to be prepared to give up some of your time to
make things happen

1 tonot onl have ideas but a realistic plan to

achieve these ideas

to be able to work with a team of people

to be organized

to convince others about your ideas

[most importantlyto be passionate about your

cause

=a =4 —a -9

The invitation is there for students to have d seg in
their school but the challenge is for our new student
reps to not only make a commitment to improving the
school but most importantly accept the responsibilities
and hard work that goes with this.

Peter Egeberg Principal

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Parents/guardians are reminded that the interim
Parent/Teacher interviews are on Thursday 26th
March.

These interviews provide an excellent opportunity for
you and your child to discuss his/her progress and to
build communication between parents ame $chool.
Interview time blocks are as follows:
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a crhoreampertarglyriftorse b ué ,

Planner

Uniform 1 over the last few days we have had a
couple of students coming to school totally out of
uniform due to it being wet. As we are a
unitormedesehoob thisysjtuativrais nobasceptallex t
Il f you find that your <ch
ask that you sengbur child to school with his wet
uniform and we will put it in the dryer. Your child
will need to get to school between 8:00 and 8:30
am, to see Mrs Stephenson who will have the
clothes ready for your child to attend Form
Assembly

Early finish days commee at normal time but
students will be dismissed at 1:40pm. There is no
lunchtime on these days and the canteen will only
be open at recess

All contact with teachers and coordinators should
be made via appointment or phone:

Year 7/8 Manageir Mark Gillies

Year 7 Coordinatord Helen Herouvim, Grant
Wason

Year 8 Coordinators Anne Herschell[8A,B,C]
Georgia Stavrakif8D,E,F

Year 9/10 Managér Ann Vassos

Year 9 Coordinator Lyndal Roper

Year 10 coordinatoir Caroline McLachlan

Year 11/12 Managér Maria loannidis

Year 11 Coordinatair Mary Anagnostopoulos

Year 12 Coordinatdir Christine Farmakis

Transport concession Cards:

2009 Victorian Public Transport (VPT)
Student Concession Card Application Forms

An increase in the child concession age:

Studeits now need a concession card to buy
concession fares when they turn 17. Previously,
this applied when students turned 15.

Thornbury High School is well respected for the
way it looks after its students, for the expectations
it sets and implements and fdhe outcomes



achieved by our students. This is reflected in the
comments that we receive from parents and other
community members. As a school we will
continue to build on this to ensure that your
children have access to the best education and
support thawe can provide. As parents you play
animportantrole in this through:
9 Supporting our school and the expectations
that we set
1 Supporting in helping establish appropriate
work habits at home
1 Showing your son/daughter an interest in what
is happening at &ool, regardless of the year
that they are in
1 Being willing to contact us when you have
any concerns about you
have information that we should know so
we can better support our students
The above are all important in ensuring that ychild
gets the most out of his or her time at the school. We
need to work together to ensure the best for our
children. This is a focus for us at Thornbury and we
believe that this is a strength that supports and
improves the outcomes achieved by our efsl
Meredith Stephenson Assistant Principal

HOMEWORK TIMETABLE TERM 1 ‘

All students in year 7 to 9 have their own homework
timetable printed on their timetable. A copy of the
homework timetable is included in this newsletter
along with guidelines ondmework implementation.
Please ensure your child completes the required
homework as set out in the schedule.

CATs

A list of Semester 1 CATs for years 7 to 10, along
with the process for submission of CATis being
mailed home with the School Nevesid is $s0 now
available on the school website:
www.thornburyhs.vic.edu.au

students will be given the opportunity to attend other
seminars this term.

Year 10 students are organizing their work experience
and had an opportunity to listen to a speaker that gave
them ideas about future pathways.

Next week Year 9 studés will be attending the
adventure Camg " Camp Coorong?o.
attending need to come to school and a different
program will be running for those students.

All Year 9 &10 students will be given the opportunity
in the next few days to apply forTax File Number.|
encourage all students to take this opportunity to fill in
the details and return to school even if they do not
believe they need a Tax File number at this time.

efore they, k it they might, get rt time Job and
ﬁ1en E|:t ﬁe‘ac()lm%os\gal%ﬂcuﬁ g:ogcei%e Eelllg(;%msrgvill'l be
sent to the Tax office at the end of term.

Year 10 students organized a Pancake Lunch day last
Thursday to raise money for an event happening in
term 4. It was a great experience andngakes were
enjoyed by all. Thank you to Mrs Torre who assisted
students with cooking the Pancakes.

Middle school Team

Curriculum Team (Judy Stafford, Carmel Ryan
and Christine Bartsh) ‘

SECOND HAND BOOK PAYMENTS |

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS |

We have had positive start to Term 1 and all stteden
are working well using their planners and following
their Homework Time table.

We ask parents to assist us by looking at their éhild
planner and ensuring that students are completing
homework regularly. In the planner on page iii there

Cheques for the sale of |
are in the process of being handed out to students to
take home to parentd his will continue over the next
three weeks as cheques are processed at school. We
encourage parents to bank these cheques as soon as
possible. Any cheque which is not cashed or is lost
will incur a $15 charge to parents.

Carmel Ryan/Jan Wason

are guidelineghat can assist parents with information

STUDENT WELLBEING REPORT

about Homework expectations. Parents are encouraged
to sign the planner and use it as a means to
communicate with teachers.

Some Year 9 student®cently attended an exciting
excursion organised by the Reach Paogrand other
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On Monday 18 February Jan Moody from
Apprenticeships Plus spoke to all year tamd VCAL
students and other interested senior students about
alternative pathways. Thornbury High School has a
strong commitment to the VCE progratout it also

|
“


http://www.thornburyhs.vic.edu.au/

provides pathways for students who wish to pursue an
apprenticeship or a traineeshipan talked to students
about the advantageof schoolbasedand full time
apprenticeship and traineeshif@he spoke of althe
government incentiveavailable for studets who are
seriously interested in pursuing a tradeStudents
found the talk informative and very usefuicamany
collected some relevant information at the end of the
presentation. Please talk to yoghild about this
presentation as you play an impartaole is helping
you child make decisions about their future pathway.

On Friday & of March allthe year nine students will
attend a presentation callégketting the conversation
started It is a forum, which will invite and inspire
students to find dumore about our indigenous culture.
Stay tuned for more information next newsletter.
Barbara Carydis Student Wellbeing Coordinator

YEAR 12 VCAL NEWS |

The senior VCAL students have been working very
hard so far this term, making sure the groundsale
watered and safe for other students. They plan to help
with the completion of the Straw Bale Sound Studio
and also a new BBQ area outside the VCE Centre.
They are also planning a huge BBQ on th&' 20
March as part of Shave for a Cure Day, which
promises to be a huge event for everyone. All are
welcome and the food will include Halal, Organic and
Vegetarian options to cater for all tastes. Menus are up
around the school and students shiortly be able to
purchase tokens in advance to avoid the!rG&e you
there and thanks again to the VCAL students for all
their hard work so far!

Cheers Mr.Lee

MATHS NEWS

Mathletics is a fun and educational computer program
used throughout the maths curriculum to reinforce
skills learnt in the classroom. Studentan answer

guestions about their particular topic on the computer

competition in which students take on other
international students in basic arithmetic (adding,
multiplying etc.).

World Maths Day is a worldwide event that aims to
have students competing hathletics Live over a 48
hour period. Students from Thornbury High School
will be competing with studentsn 150 countries
across the world. There are competing students in
Kuwait, Romania, Argentina, Canada and all across
the world. At Thornbury, the competition will take
place at lunch time on Wednesday) March in the
library and computer rooms. All studsrare welcome

to compete. Last year saw 1 million students
competing to answer a total of 200 million questions.
The questions asked reinforce the basics that every
student needs to know like multiplication tables and
simple subtraction.

All students shold already have Bathletics account
and do not need to register beforehand. Simply turn up
to the library at lunch time on Wednesday to compete.
Shaun Ferris

| MUSIC NEWS

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NEWS

The music department is off and racing again for
another geat year. All bands have started rehearsing
except Year 7 Band which starts Term 2, Wednesday
mornings from 8:15. Please remember to let a music
staff member know if you are unable to make it to a
rehearsal.

FORMS

| am still missing a lot of forms frorstudents for both
instrument hire and band contracts. | needed them over
a week ago. Get them in please. Please remember your
fees will be due soon also.

RECORDING STUDIO

The recording studio is only a few months away. In
the meantime there will be a leimtime concert with

the music staff performing on Tuesday 10th March.
Come along to see your teachers live on stage. Special
guests should be attending also.

MUSIC PARENTS

The first meeting for the year was on Tuesday 3rd
March. Thank you to all who atided, | appreciate the
support so much. This group das fantastic way

for parentsand guardians of music studetdsmeet
other parents, assist in the development of the music
department and to give feedback to me on how you
feel the music program is rumg. The next meeting
will be on 5th May and | always enjoy seeing new
faces.

PIANO AND VIOLIN TUITION

and progress through as the topic progresses. When | hayve organised a wonderful teacher to come in one

they have completed the tasks they can play
Mathletics Live. This is a continuous worldwide
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day per week to teach both the violin and piano but |



need more students before the lessons can Stast
will be $25 for a 30 minute lesson. Please see me in
the music office for a form.

BATTLE OF THE BANDS

Do you have a band that writes original music? Would
you like your own CD to be recorded in our brand new
recording studio for FREE??? More detawill come
soon but | will be organising a Battle of the Bands for
Thornbury High School students only. The winners
will receive a recording session in the new recording
studio free of charge. More details soon, in the
meantime start writing anehearsig those songs.

DO YOU WANT TO PERFORM AT
LUNCHTIME?

If you have a band, solo, duo or trio that can perform
at lunchtime can you please come see mefant to
start performances at lunchtimes throughout the year.
This can be a great way to get your muséard by
other students and teachers.

TERM 1 CONCERT

Term 1 Concert will be held in the Kaye Coghlan
Centre Period 4 on Tuesday March the 24th. We hope
to see you there!

Kyle Schutz Music Coordinator

YEAR 7/8 NEWS

Our new year 7's are continuing taapt to high
school life beautifully. Our year 8's are makisgund
improvements on both individual and group levels.

Parents please don't forget to check your children's
planners and make sure they are in full uniform.

Year 7 camp payments are now dlibe closing date
has passed, however, if you have been urtalbheake
the payment please contact Mark Gillies immediately
on 9458 6171.

Year 7/8 Team

INTRODUCING KIM BELL OUR NEW ICT
NETWORK TECHNICIAN.

| have been into computers n
whole life. My paents found this
annoying because | was alwa
pulling apart electronic things ar
trying to put them back togethe
again.

| first started at Thornbury Higl
School as a student in 2001. Goi
through High School | tried to stud
as many Music and IT sudgts as |
could because ités what I

I finished at Thornbury in 2006 and decided that
TAFE was the way for me to studly.
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| then looked into getting an apprenticeship in IT and
got one working at Alphington Primary School. |
learnt more in 2 wdes at Alphington than | did in a
whol e year at TAFE about
tick. After completing my Traineeship at Alphington

| heard on the grape vine that Thornbury was looking
for a new IT Tech. | spoke to Meredith Stephenson
and a month or sater | was working at Thornbury.

Kim Bell

BEYOND BLUE FILM AD CAMPAIGN AT
THORNBURY HIGH

On Saturday 270f February, 6Beyo
three commercials at Thornbury High SchoolThe
commercials will be aired nationally across all ftee

air televsion stations, and will be launched in
conjunction with the O0Bey
Awarenessd® campaign.

The commercials featured 17 Thornbury High School
students from years 10 tc
kindly donated $3000 to the Thornbury media
department, which will be used to assist students in
editing media products.

Emma McCulloch Head of Media

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

We begin by thanking all Year 12 VCE students and
parents who supported us by attending the Year 12
VCE Information Night orThursday 28 February. It
was a warm night, and some of you gave up the
opportunity to watchthe CollingwoodRichmond
match, but we appreciated your company on the night
and hope the information was insightful. If you wish
to discuss any of the issuessed on the night please
do not hesitate to contact us.

Thank you to the Year 11 students who have
supported "the Year 11 Pastoral Care Camp to
Queensland. Close to 40 students have paid their
deposit and although the camp begins with a 24 hour
bus ride tothe Gold Coast, staff and students are

5



